
Tip of the Month – April 2024
No times to graze cows.

In  summer  it  is  not  good  to  graze  cows  outside  between
approximately 1:00 PM and 5:00 PM.
Then it is simply too hot, especially for productive cows.
And that does not fit in with the natural rhythm of the cow.
She wants to eat her rumen full in the morning and chew her
cud in the shade when it is warm.

And in the evening, fill up her rumen again and then chew the
cud in a safe, sheltered place.

The stable is ideal for a shady and sheltered spot…
So take this fact into account with the milking times and
selection gate settings.
Let her go outside early in the morning, having been milked,
and  in  the  evening,  when  the  heat  has  passed,  after  her
milking, give her permission to go outside again.

Make sure the feeding aisle is empty (at 4 a.m. – 6 a.m.) if
you want them outside and only bring fresh food to the feeding
fence around 11 a.m. when you want them back inside.
Afternoon/evening ditto).

Then the feed intake and the number of milkings per day are
often not too bad.

And:  Bearing  capacity  of  the  soil  in  the  spring  is  more
important than the amount of grass on it. Then they learn the
daily rounds fastest.

https://www.harrytuinier.nl/en/2024/04/01/tip-van-de-maand-april-2024/


Tip of the Month – March 2024
Tame cows or minerals?

When cows are very tame and keep licking your overalls, you
have to be careful that this tame behavior is not confused
with a sign of mineral deficiency.
Then  the  cows  will  not  only  lick  your  overalls  but  also
everything else.
Even drinking urine or “eating” ground is then possible.

How is the mineral supply?
Sometimes the cows get enough, but utilization turns out to be
disappointing.
This may be related to the use of groundwater: too much iron
or manganese are examples of why other minerals such as copper
and selenium are not used enough.
Land, meadow, location: close to (highway) road: sulphur; etc.

Or the cows can still select feed at the feeding fence so that
the first cows always get more than enough and the last do
not.

Even structure is important here again because of the rumen
activity.
This also gives more cow activity and therefore more intake.

Tip of the Moonth – Februar
2024
When and how to collect cows?

You don’t want to teach the cows to wait for someone to pick

https://www.harrytuinier.nl/en/2024/03/09/tip-van-de-maand-maart-2024/
https://www.harrytuinier.nl/en/2024/02/01/tip-van-de-maand-februari-2024/
https://www.harrytuinier.nl/en/2024/02/01/tip-van-de-maand-februari-2024/


them up. So when do they stay away too long? After how many
hours do you pick them up?
It is very important to look at lactation days and expected
milk yield.
And based on her experience with the milking robots, does she
know the game and will eventually get there on her own, not
too late.
Cows with many lactation days may come less often than fresh
cows.
At least if the cell count / conductivity is low it is not a
big problem.
If the new-milk cows don’t come often enough, something is
simply wrong.

It is not good if fresh cows stay away for more than 10 hours!

And pay attention again to the new heifers, the animals with
the least robot experience, which must be taught intensive
robot visits as soon as possible after calving.
They must also visit the VMS within 10 hours

By picking up cows at irregular times, you teach them not to
wait for the farmer to pick them up.

And the collection round always start from the robot’s exit or
where the cows return to the stable after a robot visit.
Then they are much calmer and otherwise you will first scare
cows away and have them come back later.
Take the manure scraper in your hand to use along the boxes
and as an extended arm and you have done 2 rounds in one go.



Tip of the Month – January
2024
Replace milk filter?

Sequence:  Press the yellow button, then wash your hands. If
they are clean, the button will now light up and the filter
can be replaced.
Or turn the green button on Duofilter.
Replacing the milk filter with clean hands ensures that the
outside of the filter remains very clean. And that’s “the tank
milk side!”

It is useful if there is a water hose nearby so that you can
easily rinse the edges and thread + knob around the filter
canister.  When  it’s  easy,  it  always  happens.  And  that  is
necessary because the edges and button must also remain clean.

Tip of the Month – December
2023
How quickly do your heifers get over three milkings?

It is very important, and also significant, that your heifers
quickly reach more than 3 milkings per day after calving.

You  can  see  this  under  “Animal”  and  then  click  on  the
Lactation Overview under Herd Charts. For this overview on the
right, only check the two checkboxes for the milkings, see
picture.

https://www.harrytuinier.nl/en/2024/01/02/tip-van-de-maand-januari-2024/
https://www.harrytuinier.nl/en/2024/01/02/tip-van-de-maand-januari-2024/
https://www.harrytuinier.nl/en/2023/12/01/tip-van-de-maand-december-2023/
https://www.harrytuinier.nl/en/2023/12/01/tip-van-de-maand-december-2023/


If all goes well, older cows that are already familiar with
the robot will have over three milkings per day within a week.

Heifers still have to learn it and so it can take longer.
The sooner they are above 3 milkings, the better.
That depends, among other things, on this:

How healthy and vital are they after calving?
How soon after calving do you bring them to the robot?
How much time do you put into learning
What is the occupancy rate at the robot(s)?
How  much  space  is  there  around  the  entrance  of  the
robot, can they access it if older cows are also walking
around in the (waiting) area in front of the robot?


